St. Luke’s Pre-School Sustainability and Climate Change Policy

1. Statement of Intent
At St. Luke’s Pre-School we believe that we have a crucial role to play in educating children about the natural world and protecting the environment for future generations. We aim to embed sustainable practices into our daily operations and teach children respect and responsibility for the planet. 

2. Curriculum and Learning (EYFS)
In alignment with the EYFS framework, we support children in understanding their world and developing active learning through: 
· Experiential Learning: Engaging children in activities such as planting seeds, watering plants and observing nature.
· Natural Resources: Providing open-ended, natural resources (wood, shells, fabric) for children to explore and investigate.
· Characteristics of Effective Learning: Encouraging children to think critically about how to care for their environment. 

3. Energy and Water Conservation
We actively minimize our carbon footprint by: 
· Turning off lights and equipment when not in use.
· Monitoring water usage, ensuring taps are turned off, and fixing leaks promptly.
· Limiting the use of excessive technology equipment to minimise carbon footprint.

4. Waste Reduction and Recycling
We follow the 'Reduce, Reuse, Recycle' mantra by: 
· Recycling paper, cardboard, and plastics.
· Repurposing clean "junk modelling" materials rather than buying single-use plastics.
· Utilising reusable snack boxes.
· Promoting the use of reusable baskets, bags and boxes for activities. 

5. Purchasing and Consumables
When purchasing new equipment or consumables, we consider: 
· Sourcing local food and supplies to reduce food miles.
· Encouraging families to donate pre-loved clothes and toys to promote a circular economy. 

6. Working with Parents and the Community
Sustainability is a shared responsibility. We will share eco-friendly tips with families and encourage green travel (e.g., walking or cycling to school) where possible. 

